
 
 
 
 

 

	 	

Car sharing reduces use of private cars – up to 1,000 private cars less 
on the streets than a year ago 
The DriveNow car sharing service has now been operating in the Helsinki Metropolitan Area for one 
year. Both the streetscape and the way people move around has been strongly shaped by cars in 
shared use and their users. In Finland, DriveNow has 20,000 users, of whom 12% of the car owners 
have already given up their own cars or abandoned the intention to buy one. 
 
Within the next few years, the number of private cars in the Helsinki Metropolitan Area will fall by 
thousands 

• 5% of the DriveNow users, who own a car, responded to the DriveNow customer survey* have given 
up their own cars or are planning to do so, whereas 7% of the respondents had totally abandoned 
their intention to buy a car of their own or postponed it for the time being. Thanks to the respondents 
to the survey alone, the number of private cars on the streets has already dropped by 84 cars. 

o When proportioned to the total number of DriveNow users (20,000 users, of which 50% have 
a car), the number of private cars has reduced by 1,000 cars. 

o According to the customer survey, up to 26% of those who use DriveNow cars often (top 
500) have given up or are about to give up their own car. If all DriveNow users were to act 
the same way, the number of private cars would drop by 2600 cars. 

• 32% of the respondents to the survey said that they are considering the possibility of giving up their 
own car altogether and shifting to using shared cars and other modes of transport, such as public 
transport.  

o Within the next few years, the number of private cars may fall by 3500 cars thanks to the 
current DriveNow users alone. 

• 21% the respondents to the survey had reduced the use of the car owned by them thanks to the 
DriveNow service. 

 
People interested in the ecological aspect of car sharing 

• Within a year, 20,000 people have registered as DriveNow users in Finland. 
• 79% of the drivers are men and the average age of the users is 34 years. The ages of the people 

who use DriveNow the most (top 500) vary from 19 to 75 years. 
• The total number of cars in use is 150 (BMWs & Minis), of which the electric car BMWi3 is the most 

popular. 
• According to the customer survey, 83% of the users report the ecological aspect as an important 

reason for choosing DriveNow. 
• The operation area of the service covers the inner city area of Helsinki and some of its suburbs as 

well as parts of Espoo and Vantaa, and the Helsinki-Vantaa Airport. 
• DriveNow users typically combine car sharing with the use of public transport. 
• The DriveNow service is most often used for trips to the airport, commuting and for driving related to 

leisure activities. 
• DriveNow has an active DriveNow & Friends community on Facebook with more than 1,300 users, 

where people share user experiences, discuss future mobility and collaborate to develop the 
operation of DriveNow. 

  
The cityscape will change radically, when car sharing and carpooling become more common. Currently, 
approximately 50% of the residents of Helsinki own a private car. If one third of the residents of Helsinki 
driving their own car were to give up their car and shift to car sharing, in the future, the number of cars on the 
streets of Helsinki would fall by more than 100,000 cars. This would contribute to easier mobility of people, 
reduced traffic congestion, lower mobility costs, reduced transport emissions and safer mobility. This would 
bring more life to the city! 
  
*The customer survey was conducted as a questionnaire study among the customers of DriveNow Finland in February and March 2018, and it 
was responded by 1,387 registered DriveNow users. The DriveNow car sharing service came to Finland in May 2017. 


